Pod Cast – Restaurant Review of Le Petite Auberge.
Bring someone special to Le Petite Auberge & Lounge.  If you are looking to celebrate an important moment like a birthday or a promotion, want to spend a whole evening with someone special, or impress a person with a fine dining experience, then La Petite Auberge is the place to go. This is a cozy, quiet place that serves good food, has an excellent wine list, and a talented wait staff.  It is the perfect place to linger for an evening or enjoy a long lunch. 

Open for lunch and supper Monday through Saturday, this little restaurant in downtown Fredericksburg has about 30 tables and a small in-house bar.  It is the perfect place to enjoy a quiet evening of delicious food, wine and spirits in an intimate setting.  While there is not a formal dress code, most patrons wear business casual and linger for a long lunch or an evening at the table over their meal and after dinner drinks.  

La Petite Auberge is a family-owned restaurant located in the heart of historic downtown Fredericksburg, Virginia.  Established in 1981 in a Civil War era building, three generations of family chefs have been serving fine French and regional cuisine graced with an extensive wine list.  For four decades, guests have visited from near and far to dine in a restaurant and bar nicely appointed with art work created by local artists.  The restaurant has a large menu with half a dozen starters and the main course offerings focused on fresh seafood, steaks and locally sourced fruits and vegetables, all served with a French flair.  Vegetarian, Vegan and gluten free options are available.  The wine list is impressive and spirits are brough to the table quickly from the in-house bar.  The wait staff is pleasant, knowledgeable about the menu selections, and make excellent recommendations as to the best wine to pair with every menu item. The ambiance is nice; the lighting is muted without being dark, the background music does not demand your attention by being played too loudly, local art on the walls, the low burble of conversation from the other patrons, all lend itself to set the guests at ease to enjoy a quiet evening of food, wine and conversation.  While the menu is a little bit pricey for Fredericksburg with main courses running from $9 to $30 dollars, but it is worth every penny when you consider the quality of the food, wine, service, the environment, and what this restaurant has meant for so many over the years as a favorite place for people to dine. 

This is not a place known for fast-food service.  While the food and drink come quickly, expect to spend time here, whether having lunch or dinner to savor the food, drinks and the time spent in good company.  Le Petite is a decidedly adult place; you will not see parents running after kids here.  There are no televisions mounted on the walls showing sports programming.  People are not wearing sweatshirts and baseball caps at the tables.  This is an environment that encourages quiet conversation, and time to invest not just in a meal, but in the whole dining experience and that takes time.  Le Petite Auberge is not about getting a bite to eat on the way to something else, it is “the something else”.  Here is where you spend the evening, or a long portion of the afternoon, in the company of people with whom you wish to invest your time.  
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